
St Peter’s Darwen Foundation Stage Curriculum Map Autumn Term  

“Princesses, Knights and Castles” and “The Jolly Postman” 

By the end of Autumn Term we expect that the majority of pupils will be able to… 

Communication and Language 
 

Listening and attention 

 Maintains attention, 

concentrates and sits 

quietly during appropriate 

activities 

 

Understanding 

 Listens and responds to 

ideas expressed by others 

in conversation or 

discussion 

 

Speaking 
 Retell a simple past event 

 
 Extends vocabulary, especially 

by grouping and naming, 

exploring the meaning and 

sounds of new words. 

 

 

Physical Development 
 

Moving and handling 

 

 Uses simple tools to 

effect changes to 

materials 

 Shows preference for a 

dominant hand 

 Begins to form 

recognisable letters 

 

Health and self-care 

 Eats a healthy range of 

foodstuffs and 

understands the need 

for a variety  of food 

Personal Social and 

Emotional Development 
 

Self confidence and self-

awareness  

 Confident to try new 

activities and says why 

he/she likes some more 

than others 

 Confident to speak in a 

familiar group, talk about 

his/her ideas 
 

Managing feelings and 

behaviour 

 Is aware of the 

boundaries set, and of the 

behavioural expectations 

in the environment 
 

Making relationships 

 Initiates conversations, 

attends to and takes 

account of what others 

say. 

Literacy  
Reading 

 Continues a rhyming string 

 Hears and says the initial sound 

in words 

 Links sounds to letters, naming 

and sounding letters of the 

alphabet 

 Begins to read words and 

simple sentences 

Writing 

 Gives meaning  to marks as he/she 

draws and paints 

 Hears and says initial sounds in 

words 

 Links sounds to letters, naming and 

sounding the letter of the 

alphabet 

 Uses some clearly identifiable 

letters to communicate meaning, 

representing some sounds 

correctly and in sequence 

 Writes his/her own name and some 

captions and labels 



Maths 
Number 

 Recognise numerals 1-5 

 Counts 3 or 4 objects  

 Counts actions/things that 

can’t move 

 Selects numerals to 

represent 1-5 then 1-10 

 Records using marks that 

he/she can interpret and 

explain. 

 Estimates how many objects 

he/she can see and checks 

by counting. 

 

Shape, Space and Measure 

 Can describe his/her relative 

position such as ‘behind’ or 

‘next to’ 

 Orders 2 or 3  items by 

length or height 

 Orders 2 items by weight or 

capacity 

 Uses everyday language 

related to time 

 Uses everyday language to 

talk about size, weight, 

capacity, position, distance, 

time and money to compare 

quantities and objects and to 

solve problems. 

Knowledge of the World 
 

People and communities  

 Knows that other 

children don’t always 

enjoy the same things 

and is sensitive about 

this 

 Knows about similarities 

and differences 

between self and others 

– families, communities 

and traditions 

The World 

 Looks closely at 

similarities and 

differences, patterns 

and change 

 Talks about features of 

their immediate 

environment and how 

environments might vary 

Technology 

 Completes a simple 

program on a computer 

 Recognises that a range 

of technology is used in 

places such as homes 

and schools 

Art and Design 
 

Exploring and using media and 

material 

 Beginning to build a 

repertoire of songs and 

dances 

 Explores the sounds of 

different instruments 

 Constructs with purpose 

in mind, using a variety of 

resources 

Being imaginative 

 Plays co-operatively as 

part of a group to 

develop and act out a 

narrative 
 

 

Characteristics of  

Effective learning 
 

 

 Playing and exploring - 

children investigate and 

experience things, and ‘have 

a go’ 

 

 Active learning - children 

concentrate and keep on 

trying if they encounter 

difficulties, and enjoy 

achievements 

 

 Creating and thinking 

critically - children have and 

develop their own ideas, 

make links between ideas, 

and develop strategies for 

doing things. 

 


